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“Living, Serving, Growing Through God’s Amazing Grace”

May - June 2026

Dear Family of Faith,

As we move from spring into summer and into the
long season after Pentecost in a few weeks, our
Gospel readings will feature a number of Jesus’s
parables from Matthew. These parables were stories
drawn from the everyday lives of his hearers to teach
them about God’s kingdom life. In the same way, we
can draw parallels between our everyday lives and the
life of faith God called us to when we were baptized.

This year in particular, with the extreme lack of
rain we experienced last month, many of us have been
concerned about our gardens. And, just as Jesus did in
the parable of the sower (Matthew 13:1-23), we can
look to the ways we care for our gardens to teach us a
few things about caring for our spiritual health.

For example, a garden gets its best start when we
care first for the soil before we do anything else. We
must pull the weeds, till the soil, and work in
enriching compost or fertilizer to make a healthy
environment for growth. In the same way, spiritual
growth happens best when we clear away the things
that interfere with it and create a heart that is able to
receive God’s word. Distractions—Ilike endless
scrolling on Facebook and Instagram—can prevent a
person from even desiring a deeper spiritual life. Posts
on social media that promote conspiracy theories or
incite anger are like weeds that choke out the peace of
Christ. When we eliminate distractions, we can “set
[our] mind on the things that are above” and not be
deterred by worldly things.

Another lesson for our spiritual selves that comes
to us from our gardens is the practice of patience and
trust. If you start your garden from seeds, you know
that those seeds require time to sprout. Every kind of
seed has its own timetable to germinate, sprout, and
grow. Good gardeners trust that process and wait
patiently, trusting that beneath the soil, growth is
happening even if it isn’t yet evident. In the same way,
spiritual growth is often unseen and slow. It requires
patient attention to the spiritual disciplines of prayer
and scripture reading.

Those who grow grapevines or fruit trees or rose
bushes know that pruning is essential not only for the
plant’s health but also for its yield. Proper pruning
trims away dead and weakened wood so that the
plant’s energy is spent in new, healthy growth. In John
15:1-2, Jesus says, “I am the true vine, and my Father
is the vine grower. He removes every branch in me

that bears no fruit. Every branch that bears fruit he
prunes to make it bear more fruit.” What does it mean
to undergo spiritual “pruning’? It might mean letting
go of old habits, forgiving someone for an old hurt, or
even cutting someone out of your life whose presence
is toxic to your peace or your spiritual wellbeing.
Sometimes, I believe, God uses difficult experiences
or suffering to “prune” us spiritually, realigning our
priorities through what we suffer so that we can be
more open to the ways God wants to work in our lives
as well as the ways God calls us to care for others.

Gardeners know the truth of the famous saying in
Ecclesiastes 3:1-2: “For everything there is a season
and a time for every matter under heaven: . . . a time
to plant and a time to pluck up what is planted.” A
good gardener would not try to plant tomatoes in
December! Gardeners know how to recognize each
season: planting, harvesting, and resting. We can
expect to experience seasons in our spiritual lives also.
Some seasons of life bring tremendous growth,
excitement, and change. Other seasons call us to rest,
to contemplate, to gather energy for what is to come.

One of the fun aspects of the parable of the sower
is the rather reckless way in which the sower spreads
his seed. He throws that stuff everywhere! He doesn’t
only throw it on the good, tilled earth, but on rocky
ground, on the hardened path, and on ground where
thorns are already growing. I believe that this feature
of the parable gives us a picture of God’s generosity in
giving the seed of the Word a chance to sprout in even
the most unlikely places. In his first letter to the
church at Corinth, Paul reminds them that even if we
are the ones to plant the seeds—of God’s love,
kindness, generosity—it is God who gives the growth.
As Paul told them, “T planted, Apollos watered, but
God gave the growth. So neither the one who plants
nor the one who waters is anything, but only God who
gives the growth. The one who plants and the one who
waters have one purpose, and each will receive wages
according to their own labor. For we are God’s
coworkers, working together; you are God’s field,
God’s building” (1 Corinthians 3:6-9) God doesn’t
expect us to do it all, but God does expect us to do our
part, to plant seeds of kindness and generosity or to
water the seeds of faith and hope we see in others. We
can leave the rest to God, who is, as we know, the
Lord of the Harvest.

In Christ’s love,

Pastor Lisa
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WELCA Circle #1: WELCA Circle 1 will meet on
Tuesday, May 12 at noon in the fellowship hall. They
will be putting together birthday boxes for the blessing
box. The June meeting is Tuesday, June 9 at noon. All
women of the church are invited to attend.
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WELCA Circle #2: WELCA Circle 2 will not meet
in May due to end-of-the-school-year activities, but
we will plan to meet in June. More details to come!

LMIM: Lutheran Men will meet on Tuesday, May 12
at 7 PM in the fellowship hall.

CARING CART: Thanks to everyone who has
helped us fill up the Caring Cart each month! At the
end of each month the items are divided and sent
to Mission of Hope and the

Christian Ministry Center. For

your convenience, a smaller

basket is available at the back of

the sanctuary for your donations.

Thanks for helping with this

worthy project!

May: Muffin Mix, Cake Mix, Canned Fruit

June: Cooking Oil, All Purpose & Self-Rising Flour,
Evaporated Milk

Faith’s TOUTH

Youth involved in our Sunday school program
enjoyed a special walk through Holy Week on
Palm/Passion Sunday, where they encountered Jesus
during his triumphal entry into Jerusalem, in the
garden of Gethsemane, at the Last Supper, on the
cross, and in the tomb. Then, on Easter Sunday, they
sang a call to worship for our 10:30 AM service.




Faith’s Book
Club

Faith’s book club is just
beginning the spiritual classic
“The Great Divorce” by Christian
apologist and literary scholar C.S.

Lewis. It is a work of fiction—a

fantasy, if you will—that involves m

a bus ride from hell to heaven. What happens as a
result may surprise you. This brief work holds some
intriguing spiritual ideas. We hope you will join us to
discuss them. Questions? Please contact Colleen
Hilton or Pastor Lisa.

Council Corner

On Tuesday, April 21, your congregation council
met to discuss the business of the church. The council
heard reports from the church’s ministry teams. One
highlight of these reports was the pre-Easter meal
provided for the community by Faith’s Witness and
Outreach Team. The team purchased chicken pot pie
and potato salad from Shealy’s Bar-B-Que and served
them along with green beans, a roll, and a brownie on
Saturday, March 28, the day before Palm Sunday. The
turnout was not as big as for our Thanksgiving meal,
but the team hopes that in time, people will come to
look forward to this spring meal.

Council also learned that the fellowship hall sound
equipment has now been fully updated with a new
mixing board and new amplifier. Also, the playground
equipment that was purchased with the gift from W.C.
Koon has been installed. Many thanks to Ben Ruff,
our Property Team chair, and to Mickey Boozer, Tim
Hall, Bob Montague, and James Ruff for all their hard
work in assembling the equipment. Council has also
asked the Property Team to look into replacing the
protective covering over the stained-glass windows as
part of our 100" anniversary celebration. So far, the
team has received bids from three different vendors.

Council also voted to allow members to carry
concealed weapons at church if they a) have a
concealed carry permit, b) inform the church of their
intention to carry, and c) receive a letter from the
church stating that they have been granted permission.
Council also voted to begin locking the outside doors
of the education building during worship and having
two building attendants serving each Sunday. These
new procedures are intended to improve security for
all who attend our worship services.

Council asked Pastor Lisa to communicate these
new procedures in a letter. The letters have been sent;
please let the church office know if you have not
received yours.

Snowball Mountain Challenge, our 2026 Vacation
Bible School, will be held June 22-26 in the evening.
We will have classes for all ages, and we hope you
can participate! We are still looking for someone to
direct/organize our program, so if you feel led to serve
in this way, please let Pastor Lisa or Mackenzie
Taylor know as soon as possible.

Faith’s CENTENNIAL
Celebrations!

Dust off Grandmother’s cookbook and choose a
dish to share at our next 100™ anniversary celebration
on May 17. We will worship using the “old red book,”
the 1958 Service Book and Hymnal and then enjoy a
covered dish dinner followed by a presentation on the
history of the Lutheran church in South Carolina by
Dr. Susan McArver. She is Professor Emeritus of
Church History from the Lutheran Theological
Southern Seminary.

Our third quarter-century celebration will take
place on Sunday, September 20, when our own Pastor
Bill Ebener, pastor of Faith from 1978-1980, will
preach. That Sunday will also be a Confirmation class
reunion for all who were confirmed between 1976 and
2001.




MAY 2026

Serving each week:
May 3 May 10 May 17 May 24 May 31
L Mike Taylor Kitty Warner Tim Hall Mackenzie Sheree
Taylor Caughman
Building Donna Boozer & Pam Banks & Blair Taylor & Mike Taylor & Julie Ruff &
Attendant TBD TBD TBD TBD TBD
Ray and Cindy Debbie Fox, .
. Becky Hughes, Blair and .
Hall in honor of . Ben and Julie
. and Carole Mackenzie :
Flowers their 45th . . . Ruff in honor of Susan Eargle
. Ricard in Taylor in honor
Wedding Addy Lynn
: memory of Sara of Reeves
Anniversary ;
Lewis
Nursery . . Nancy .
Attendant 1 Mendee Shealy Caroline Asbill Caughman Debbie Fox Donna Boozer
Nursery . .. . .
Attendant 2 Pam Banks Brittany Banks Olivia Smith Susan Eargle Cynthia Boozer
AV Technician Cindy Hall Colleen Hilton Kim Fox Addy Ruff Cole Hughes
Serving for the month:
Communion . .
Assistant David Bouknight
Communion .
Bread Michelle Moyer
Greeters-2 Bob and Cindy Grandy
Ushers-2 Bob Grandy and Walter Davidson
Tellers-2 David Bouknight and Mendee Shealy
Altar Guild Debbie Fox and Frances Bouknight
Jake and Mason Miller (5/3, 5/10) Wyatt Shealy (5/17, 5/24) 5/31-TBD

Acolyte/Crucifer
APRIL 2026

Serving each week:
Jun 7 Jun 14 Jun 21 Jun 28
Lector Tamra McCormack Gail Asbill Bob Grandy Walter Counts
Building Walter Davidson & Patrick Shealy & . .
Attendant TBD Tony Hall & TBD TBD Mike Smith, Jr. & TBD
Tammie Covington in
Bob and Cindy Bill and Margaret . . honor of Matt &
LloRSE Grandy Ebener Phyllis Davis Hiliarie Covington’s
20" Anniversary
Nursery . . .
Attendant 1 Julie Ruff Bob Grandy Mackenzie Taylor Colleen Hilton
Nursery . . .
Attendant 2 Addy Ruff Cindy Grandy Blair Taylor Tiffany Coleman
AV Technician Ben Roof Tyler Ramirez Julie Ruff Cindy Hall
Serving for the month:
Communion
Assistant Ray Hall
Communion 11 .
Bread Mary Lillian Frick

Greeters-2 Gail Davidson and Mary Lillian Frick

Ushers-2 Eddie Shealy and Tony Hall

Tellers-2 Ray Hall and Tony Hall
Altar Guild Michelle Moyer and Becky Hughes

Yates and Reeves Taylor

Acolyte/Crucifer
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MAY BIRTHDAYS JUNE BIRTHDAYS
1 Geneva Amick Watts 1 Walker Trey Smith
2 Brian McCormack 2 James Henry Ruff
4 Cheryl Burgess 3 Sara Boozer
4 Patsy Pugh 3 Jason Temple
4 Wyatt Hudson Shealy 4 Laura Counts
5 Nadine Rose Shealy 4 Sarah Counts
7 Colleen Hilton 4 Presley Renee Price
8 Dwight Davis 5 Addison Hall
8 Brandon Roof 8 Leanna Hall Usry
8 Jonathan Roof 10 Frank Fox
9 Marlena Fox 10 Whitney McGee
9 Jessica Farrant Shealy 11 Ashley Boozer
12 Heather Eargle 13 Amanda Shealy
17 Ben Ruff 17 Carmen Riley
17 Jack Floyd Usry 20 Kylie Faith Bird
19 Cassie Taylor 22 Tiffany Eargle Coleman
20 William Hall Usry 22 Martha Rose Shealy
20 Jennifer Shaw 23  Mary Carole Bouknight
22 Proctor Reeves Taylor 23 Gina Smith McCarty
23 Jonathan C. Drafts 26 Sabrina McGee
23 Mackenzie Taylor 27 Benjamin Dean Moyer
23 Conway Shaw 29 Phillip Counts
25 Jarad Wallace 29 Katie Davis
26 Cole Hughes
26 Whitney Price
27 Sarah Lou Hall JUNE ANNIVERSARIES
27 Jay Lybrand
28 Zachary Pugh 10 Eddie and Mendee Shealy
30 Louisa Carver 10 Blair and Mackenzie Taylor
31 Blair Taylor 23 Jeff and Ruthie Davis
23 Tony and Ranell Shealy
25 Eddie and Sara Holley
MAY ANNIVERSARIES 28 Ronnie and Donna Boozer
28 Tony and Kathy Hall
4 Brad and Kelly Lybrand 29 Hampton and Cassie Taylor
6 T.].and Caroline Asbill
18 Mike and Olivia Smith
21 Trey and Leslie Smith




